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Now U.S. Gets JFK Autopsy Photos 


Those controversial X rays and 
pictures of the Kennedy autopsy 
are now in Government hands. 
But they're still under control of 
the Kennedys, still haven't been 
seen by the Warren Commission. 
And it will be years before the 
public sees them— if ever. 

Now, almost three years later, the con- 
troversial X rays and photographs taken 
at the autopsy after the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy have gone 
into the National Archives as a perma- 
nent historical record. 

The Justice Department disclosed No- 
vember 1 that, at the Department’s re- 
quest, the photographic evidence of the 
crime has been turned over to the Gov- 
ernment, subject to certain conditions 
imposed by the Kennedy family. 

The Department said the pictorial rec- 
ord has been in possession of the Ken- 
nedy family since the autopsy, which 
was performed at Bethesda, Md., Naval 
Hospital on Nov. 22, 1963. 

An aide to Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
of New York explained that the family, 
until now, had withheld the X rays and 
photographs in an effort to prevent pub- 
lication, “largely as a matter of taste.” 

"Corroborative evidence." The Sen- 
ator's office pointed out that the Com- 
mission headed by Chief Justice Earl 
Warren and appointed by President 
Johnson to conduct an official inquiry 
into the assassination had not insisted on 
viewing the pictures, regarding them as 
“corroborative evidence” supporting the 
Commission’s finding that Lee Harvey 
Oswald was the lone assassin. 

Arlen Specter, now district attorney 
of Philadelphia, who was a key member 
of the legal staff of the Warren Com- 
mission, said in an interview in the Oc- 
tober 10 issue of “U. S. News & World 
Report” that “the complete set of pic- 
tures taken at the autopsy was not made 
available to me or to the Commission.” 

The Justice Department identified the 
material turned over to the National Ar- 
chives by the Kennedy family as a set 
of 65 pictures, including 25 black-and- 
white negatives; 26 color transparencies, 
each 4 by 5 inches, and 14 X rays. 

The X rays and pictures were made 
by Government technicians before and 
during the autopsy performed by three 
Government doctors between 8 and 11 
p.m., a few hours after the assassination. 

Comdr. James J. Humes, U. S. Navy, 



acted as chief autopsy surgeon, assisted 
by Comdr. J. Thornton Boswell, USN, 
and Lieut. Col. Pierre A. Finck of the 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. 
Commander Humes and Commander 
Boswell are on the staff of the Naval 
Medical Center. 

Commander Humes told the Warren 
Commission that the photographs were 
not examined at the time by personnel 
at Bethesda. He said the negatives were 
turned over, undeveloped, in film car- 
riers, or cassettes, to the Secret Service. 
The X rays were used by the three doc- 
tors in their examination. 

Two of the autopsy doctors— Com- 
manders Humes and Boswell— went to 
the National Archives on November 1 to 
identify and authenticate the X rays and 
photographs received from the Kennedy 
family. 

. Afterward, Commander Humes said 
|“ the pictures showed just what we testi- 
Jfied to” before the Warren Commission— 
Jthat the assassin’s bullets were fired 
from “abpye a nd behind*,""” aiTd^that^the 
^tal^^sjTot , c a^^tr ^^^ c massive’’ hea d 

T'Ke*1autopsy doctors found that the 
other bullet which hit President Ken- 
nedy entered through his back, and exit- 
ed from his throat. The Warren Com- 
mission found that, in all probability, 
this was the same bullet which seriously 
injured Governor John B. Connally of 
Texas. 

j Commander Boswell said the pictures 
prove that “the drawing we submitted” 
vlto the Commission “was identical with 
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Evidence of the official inquiry into the as- 
sassination of President Kennedy— now in- 
cluding the autopsy X rays and pictures— 
is kept in vaults and files such as these 

| the photographs.” The drawing to which 
he referred was reproduced on page 54 
of the October 10 issue of “U. S. News 
& World Report.” 

The Justice Department said the pho- 
tographic evidence was turned over to 
the Government, after lengthy negotia- 
tions, with a letter dated October 29 
and signed by Burke Marshall on behalf 
of the Kennedy family. 

Mr. Marshall, who was head of the 
Civil Rights Division of the Justice De- 
partment when Robert Kennedy was 
U. S. Attorney General, now is general 
counsel in New York for International 
Business Machines Corporation. 

Only limited access. The agreement 
permits immediate access to the X rays 
and photographs by law-enforcement of- 
ficials of federal agencies, but prohibits 
any public release. It specifies that ac- 
cess to the evidence for scholars or for 
“other unofficial investigators” will be 
granted only with the consent of the 
Kennedy family. 

Mr. Marshall, designated to act for 
the family on such requests, indicated in 
New York that news-media representa- 
tives will be denied access to the pic- 
tures for a long time. Mr. Marshall said 
he would grant no requests from journal- 
ists, historians, biographers or researchers 
for at least five years. 

The Justice Department said the Na- 
val Hospital X rays and pictures were 
accepted under the Federal Records Act 
of 1950, as amended in 1955, which 
permits the Administrator of the Na- 
tional Archives, “whenever he deems it 
to be in the public interest,” to accept 
for deposit papers, documents, films, and 
other historical materials of any Presi- 
dent or former President, “subject to re- 
strictions agreeable to the Administrator 
as to their use.” [end] 
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